Golden Youth 

The Adventures of 

Glen Dawson Growing Up In The Sierra Club 



A Program by Robert Cates 
Based on the Dawson and Cates Collections 
In the Sierra Club-Angeles Chapter Archives 
GLEN DAWSON CENTENNIAL LUNCHEON 








Dedicated to the Memory of Muir Dawson, 1921-2005 



Muir Dawson, family technician and maintenance man. 

(And pioneer rock climber, and ski mountaineer, and long-time supporter of 

Angeles Chapter History Committee) 
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LIFE IN 1912 



FUEL FOR THIS CAR WAS SOLD IN DRUG STORES ONLY 




LIFE IN 1912 


The average life expectancy for men was 47 years. 

Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub. 

Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. 

There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles of paved roads. 
The average US wage was 22 cents per hour. 

The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
More than 95 percent of all births took place at home. 

Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION 
The American flag had 45 stars. 

The population of Las Vegas , Nevada , was only 30 

There were about 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.! 



Glen Dawson - A Man of Many Incarnations 



Pioneer rock climber 
Pioneer mountaineer 
Soldier 
Bookman 

Publisher - Scholar 
Organizer of Baja Symposium 
First Angeles Chapter Archivist 
Devoted Family Man 

Born in Los Angeles in 1912 and John 
Muir died in L.A. in 1914, so Glen claims 
he is a contemporary of John Muir. 

His last climb was at Tahquitz with 
Chuck Wilts making his first climb at 
Tahquitz, so he helped usher in a 
famous generation of big wall climbers 



Love of Outdoors - A Family Tradition 



Sierra Club party on an early outing sponsored by the Southern California Chapter 

of the Sierra Club, c. 1911-12 




Ernest 

Dawson 






Glen Dawson on Dawson Mtn, c. 1929—peak named after Ernest Dawson by 

Surveyor Don McLain 
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Lily, Daisy and Myrtle Dawson 
Three of eight sisters of Ernest, all named for flowers 




Ernest Dawson - Outings Leader for the Southern California Chapter 



~~ Float, 1923 (Ernest at far rt) 

29 Palms Oasis 


Ellen Sparks, Sally Olin, Ernest 
Dawson, Glen Dawson 






Ernest Dawson - Desert Outings in the 1920s 






Ernest and Sadie had four 
children. 


Fern, Glen holding Muir, June 
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Aurelia Harwood 


First woman president of 
the Sierra Club, from 
Upland. 


She was so pleased that 
Ernest had named his 
younger son Muir, that 
she offered to buy Muir a 
life membership in the 
Sierra Club. Ernest 
accepted the offer, but for 
Glen. Glen later bought a 
life membership for Muir. 




In 1921, at the age of nine, Glen became the 14 th Life Member of 
the Sierra Club—now running for 91+ years. Aurelia got her 

money’s worth. 
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Tupu M»p* of Ihr Killin' US! 


Glen, the archivist, holding a photo of Aurelia Harwood, along with a set of the 
earliest Chapter documents that he collected, had bound, and contributed to the 

Chapter in 1930. 













“As a boy I enjoyed climbing on roofs where 
we lived at Terrace 49 on Mt. Washington 
and at 6155 York Blvd. in Garvanza. At that 
time, I had good balance and no fear of 
exposure. My mother, Sadie Roberts 
Dawson, must have been terrified. When it 
came time to build a new home, 3003 
Vineyard in the flats of the West Adams 
District was selected. It was a one story 
building with a wall around the flat roof top.” 




Mt. Charleston, May 30,1926 


Perhaps it’s well that Mother 
Dawson didn’t see some of the 
nature walks that Ernest took 
young Glen on. 






We are fortunate that Glen recorded most of his youthful adventures. 




... A habit he honed to perfection in later years when he initiated the 
Mountaineering Notes in the Sierra Club Bulletin 



MOUNTAINEERING NOTES 

» 

Mountain-Climbing on the 1930 Outing 
Notes by Glen Dawson 

Red-and-White Mountain .—From camp on Mono Creek opposite Second Re¬ 
cess, July 6th, Jules Eichom and I went up the unnamed canon directly toward 
Red-and-White Mountain. We passed to the left of the large lake, not going 
to the outlet, finding this the most direct route. We ascended the large chute 
at the left (southwest side) of the peak and followed the ridge a short distance 
to the summit. We returned the same way. This is the route followed by the 
Hutchinson party on the descent after making the first ascent of the peak in 
1902 (S. C. B., 1903, iv:3, pp. 201-202). The only record in the Sierra Club 
register since the first ascent was that of Norman Clyde, July 3, 1928. July 8th, 
Ansel E. Adams and Benjamin Lieb climbed the mountain by the northwest 
ridge (route of the Hutchinson party’s ascent) and returned by the northeast 
ridge (Clyde’s route), _ 


CLIMBS IN THE WETTF.RSTEIN AND THE 
DOLOMITES 
By Glen Dawson 

? 

T HE Munich climbers claim to be the world’s best, and after my 
experiences with one of them I am inclined to agree. From July 
26 to September 2, I was with thirty-year-old Theo Lesch, expert 
climber and skier. The Wetterstein, on the southern boundary of 
Bavaria, where we spent the first eight days, is not so high as the 
Sierra Nevada, but has a number of walls which offer routes of 
every difficulty. There are several detailed Wetterstein climber’s 
guides, the best being the Leberle, Fiihrer dutch das Wetterstein - 
gebirge, as revised by Wilhelm Welzenbach, and C. R. von Over- 
camp, Wetterstein Gebirge. The climbs are divided into six groups: 
easy, moderately difficult, difficult, very difficult, exceedingly diffi¬ 
cult, and extremely difficult. In the Wetterstein and Dolomites, with 


Sierra Club Bulletin, Feb 1931 


SCB, Feb 1936 





Early Outings with Father Dawson & The Southern California Chapter 



Archery practice at Amboy on trip 
to Grand Canyon, April 14,1922 




Stoddard Well near 
Victorville 







Childhood Sierra Club Outings 


About this time, Father Dawson 
took Glen to Palm Springs, way 
before their were paved roads to 
the oasis. He paid an Indian 25 
cents so that they could sit in a 
hot mud bath. Glen remembers 
it being thatched around the 
sides but open to the sky. 


Coachella Valley, c. 1919 







Childhood Outings With the Sierra Club 
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Camp Seeley 


Crafts Peak 


On these early trips, Glen quickly matriculated from climbing rooftops in 
Los Angeles to stumps and summit cairns in the local mountains. 








Carl 

Don Louis 






Sharsmith 

Perceval 





Glen Dawson 


Besides Sierra Club outings, Glen was also sent to a boy’s club 
operated by Harry James under several names—first Western 
Woodcraft, then Western Rangers, and finally Trailfinders. 









VESTERN RANGERS 

HARRY C JAMES-CHIEF 

ONLY WESTERN 
ORGANIZATION 
FOR BOYS 


Became a famous 
Yosemite Park 
Naturalist 


Carl 

Sharsmith 


Don Louis 
Perceval 


Became a noted 
artist 


Glen Dawson 


Besides Sierra Club outings, Glen was also sent to a boy’s club 
operated by Harry James under several names—first Western 
Woodcraft, then Western Rangers, and finally Trailfinders. 







Carl Sharsmith 
An Early Influence on Glen 

































Harry C. James 



Harry C. James was a conservationist and author, as well as Chief of the 
Trailfinders. He and his wife Grace bequeathed their property on the slopes of 
San Jacinto to the University of California—now known as the James Reserve. 








Glen holding Sharsmith’s pack just long 
enough to have picture taken 
















































With the Western Rangers 


Photo from John Robinson’s 
book on the San Bernardino 
Mtns. In 1923, Glen was among 
185 members of Western 
Rangers that climbed San 
Gorgonio. He reckons he is at 
the end of the line with Carl 
Sharsmith urging him on. 





Six years later (1929), again on San Gorgonio, with Carl Sharsmith pointing 

back to Dry Lake 






Dick Jones and Glen grew up together and were life-long friends. They climbed 
many peaks in Southern California together. This is on Santiago Peak in Orange 

County. 





Dick Jones was always a 
more gymnastic climber. 


Here he is on the very 
summit of San Gabriel Peak. 





Sierra Club party on East Rim Trail, Zion National Park, late 1920s 




THE ROPE 


As early as 1925, ropes come 
into play with Glen’s adventures 
But credit for first use in the 
Sierra Nevada goes to Clarence 
King, shown demonstrating its 
use shortly after the Civil War. 


In “Mountaineering in the Sierra 
Nevada,” King described his use 
of the rope in his chapters 
dealing with Mt. Tyndall. Francis 
Farquhar cites his account as 
“the earliest record in the Sierra 
of the practice of roping-down.” 





Rainbow Bridge, Sierra Club Trip, Summer 1925 (Age: 13) 



“Hiked 17 miles via Red Bud Pass to the Rainbow Bridge. It was one of the greatest days I have ever spent. It rained 
hard and both sides of the canyon were continuous waterfalls. Several times I waded in water up to my waist. Once 
an overhanging rock ledge broke away and fell full three hundred feet and crashed a hundred yards in front of me... 
I went swimming in the deep natural pools just below the bridge.”—from Glen Dawson’s Climbing Journal 




Rainbow Bridge, Sierra Club Trip, Summer 1925 



“The greatest event... was climbing the Rainbow Natural Bridge... It was pretty tough rock work in places... We let 
each other down 55 feet on ropes and climbed up to the highest point on the highest natural bridge in the world.” 


“IT SURE HAS MONUMENTAL RECTITUDE.” 
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Hot springs 
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Squirrel Trapping 
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Age: 14 
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On the High Trips, the Sierra Club had the manpower to open the high 

passes for travel by pack trains. 





High Trips of this period had as many as 200 
participants, with long pack trains to haul 
equipment and even an elaborate kitchen in 
charge of Dan Tachet, a French chef from a 
San Francisco Hotel. 


Sierra Club High Trips 


Dan Tachet making pastries on a 
High Trip 


Meal time on a High Trip 




1926 High Trip - Yellowstone 






1926 High Trip - Yellowstone 



Glen climbed at least one Yellowstone Peak, Mt. Sheridan (10,305’) 



High Trip 

Sierra Nevada 

Table Mtn. 

Norman Clyde 

Sam Merrill 

Milestone Mtn 

High Trip 

Sierra Nevada 


Table Mtn. 

Norman Clyde 

1927 

Age: 15 

Sam Merrill 

Milestone Mtn 

High Trip 

Sierra Nevada 


Norman Clyde 

Sam Merrill 

Milestone Mtn 

High Trip 

Sierra Nevada 

Table Mtn. 

Sam Merrill 

High Trip 
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In 1927, Glen went on his first High Trip to the Sierra Nevada. He recalls that one 
of the biggest changes over the years has been the use of firewood. 


At a campfire such as this, on the evening of July 17 by Moraine Lake, Samuel 
Merrill gave a talk on being with John Muir when Merrill was “about the age of my 

young friend, Glen Dawson.” 





PERSONAL 
RECOLLECTIONS OF 
JOHN MUIR 
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Qlimb the mountains and get their good tidings. 
Nature*s peace will flow into you as sunshine 
flows into trees , and the winds will blow their 
own freshness into you and the storms their 
energy , while cares will drop off 
like autumn leaves. 

John Muir 





1927 High Trip 


The 1927 High Trip ushered in 
Glen’s long climbing relationship 
with Norman Clyde, already 
recognized as the dean of Sierra 
mountaineers. 

Glen climbed Table Mtn and 
Milestone Mtn with Clyde as 
leader of the party. 
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Niagara Falls 

The Matterhorn 

1928 

Age: 16 
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1928 EAST COAST AND EUROPE ADVENTURES 



Ernest and Glen Dawson at Plymouth, England, 1928 

Studio Photo at Niagara Falls, 

1928 




1928 EAST COAST AND EUROPE ADVENTURES 



Father & son climbed the Matterhorn. 
Photo postcard from Glen’s climbing journal. 








High Trip 


Mt. Abbot 


Blaney Meadows 



Sierra Nevada 


William Horsfall 


Clyde’s Minaret 


John Nixon 

Blaney Meadows 
Walter Scott 


Mt. Mills 


High Trip 

1929 

Age: 17 


Sierra Nevada 

William Horsfall 

Clyde’s Minaret 


Walter Scott 

Mt. Mills 

Ansel Adams 

High Trip 

Sierra Nevada 

William Horsfall 



Ansel Adams 


John Nixon 


Clyde’s Minaret 






Ernest Dawson William Horsfall 


Ernest couldn’t go on the 1929 High Trip. Glen was 
entrusted to the care of Bill Horsfall 





1929 HIGH TRIP 


Horsfall was a San Francisco 
plumber who wore a corset to 
keep his broken back in place. He 
carried a piece of clothes line for 
emergencies, but fortunately Glen 
and his friends never had to use it. 

He took Glen up a number of 
peaks unroped, including Mt. 
Humphreys, seen here in the 
background. 




1929 HIGH TRIP 


Glen Dawson (rt) with 
John Lohman at Blaney 
Meadows, 1929 
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Glen went with a foursome to climb Mt. Mills on July 19,1929. Shown in the photo 
are Norman G. Roth, William A. Horsfall, and John Nixon. 




1929 HIGH TRIP 







On July 26, Horsfall took Glen and John Nixon to the Minarets ... 




























A MUCH LATER TRIP TO THE MINARETS 



Bill & Lavina Glen & Mary Helen Fern Dawson Shochat and 
Rice Johnston Dawson George Shochat 


Because Glen and others distinguished the two high points of the Minarets by the names of 
the climbers who made the first ascents, later on all the little knobs got names of climbers of 

the period (including a Dawson’s Minaret). 









High Trip 

John Olmstead 

Mt. Sill 

Sierra Nevada 
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Agassiz Needle 

Mt. Senger 

The Big Year 

Cahuenga Pk 

Charles Dodge 

Age: 17 
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Trailfinders 

Turret Peak 

Devils Crags 

Sentinel Dome 
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Rattlesnakes 


Middle Palisade 
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Glen considers 1930 to be 
his “Big Year” 


It began modestly, with a 
winter ascent of mighty 
Cahuenga Peak 









1930-The Big Year 



In the spring he went to Yosemite with the Trailfinders, which included a climb of 
Liberty Dome under the leadership of Chuck Bogart, standing at right. 






1930-The Big Year 


Something Out of the Ordinary 


Also in the spring, Glen went again with 
Bogert to join a snake-hunting 
expedition of the southern deserts with 
Laurence Klauber, the world authority 
on rattlesnakes. The outing featured 
the capturing of “Yumas” in Whitewater 

Wash. 


Rattlesnakes 

Their Habits, Life Histories, & Influence on Mankind 



Abridged Edition 


Laurence M. Klauber 









1930 HIGH TRIP 
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Climbing in earnest began with the High Trip 











1930 HIGH TRIP 


Many of the 1930 summer climbs were 
made with Jules Eichorn, captured 
here on film rappelling down lower 
Cathedral Spire by Dick Leonard. 





1930 HIGH TRIP 



“In 1930, Jules Eichorn and I discovered that in all the 
mounds of commissary equipment there was a new 
manila climbing rope. We asked to use it and Will 
Colby reluctantly gave us permission.” 


Jules Eichorn, 
left & right 


“Colby later reported that “Some youthful enthusiasts, including 
Glen Dawson, Jules Eichorn and John Olmstead, swarmed over 
everything that looked formidable in the way of a mountain 
peak.” 

One noteworthy “swarm” was the second ascent of Devils Crag 
—first topped by Charles Michael solo in 1913, and later only re¬ 
conned by Norman Clyde. The trio later managed the first 
traverse from Mt. Sill to North Pal, ascending from Dusy Basin. 




On Devils Crags with John Olmstead and Jules Eichorn 





1930 HIGH TRIP 



Use of rope in the High 
Sierra in 1930. There are 
several claims to first use of 
the rope that year. This is 
Jules Eichorn on Devil’s 
Crags. 





1930 HIGH TRIP 



Diagram of Devil’s Crags drawn by Leland Curtis. 









1930 HIGH TRIP 






One way to get up a summit block is to build a causeway. The Hermit, 1930/ 




Will Colby, among others, waiting his turn on The Hermit 




1930 HIGH TRIP 









Mt. Whitney E. Face 
Jules Eichorn 

The Cockscomb 

Robert Underhill 

Thunderbolt Peak 

Francis Farquhar 

Eichorn Pinnacle 

Marjorie Bridge 


Echo Ridge 
Walter Brem 

1931 

Age: 19 
Muir Gorge 

Norman Clyde 

Finger Peaks 


Bestor Robinson 


Matterhorn Peak 

Lewis F Clark 

Sawtooth Ridge 

Nathan C. Clark 

The Minarets 

Ansel Adams 

Unicorn Peak 

Exhaustos 



1930 HIGH TRIP - Eichorn Pinnacle on Cathedral Peak 



The year 1931 would be pivotal for Glen and Sierra Nevada Mountaineering. The 
annual High Trip rolled around, with Glen and Jules Eichorn making the first 
ascent of a prominent gendarme on Cathedral Peak on July 24th. 





T en THOUSAND feet up the gla¬ 
cier wall of Sierra’s North Pali¬ 
sade four men lay lashed and 
jammed together on a snow-covered 
ice ledge. They were lashed together 
for safety and the conservation of body 
heat and between alternating fits of 
shivers and shakes they beat them¬ 
selves black and blue to keep their 
blood in circulation. 

They were mountain climbers. They 
were there because they had not been 
able to move as fast as the sun &ts. 
Before they had had time to descend 
these treacherous ice-incrusted rocks 
night had come. 

They had two views: Below was 
10,000 feet of black nothingness, 
above the cold, starlit heavens. \ 

It was one of those nights on which 
the stars are large and brilliant and 
because these men were closer to 
them now the stars seemed larger and 
more brilliant. 

One of the men, a veteran of more 
than 600 mountain ascents, kept his 
companions awake by a dissertation 
on the Pleiades, Orion and the very 
domestic subject of warm socks for 
men. 

To a certain extent he made the 
other men forget that the notches 
which they had dug Into the glacier on 
their way up had long since frozen 
over; nevertheless, all night long the 
men banged away at each other with 
life-saving fists. 

Dawn finally broke on this near 

tragedy as the light of the sun came 
to lead them back to dTihzation. 
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k-Grabbers 


Now what makes people climb moun¬ 
tains for sport? How is it done? 
What tools do you use? And what 
are the rules of etiquette for this 
weird and dangerous pastime f Its 
all in this story. 

By Lowell Brodgart 


Three thousand feet more Into the 
skies and the men stopped to rest. 
They took off their packs, left them 
on a ledge, and went off to explore a 
chasm. Three minutes away and they 
heard a great roar. Their packs had 
fallen to the rocks below, the contents 
broken to bits. Three minutes before 
the ledge had given-way the men had 
been on it. The joke was on the 
packs. It was funny and the men 
laughed. They were too close to the 
peak to turn back. Without their 
tools and food and matches they be¬ 
gan again to climb, singing: 
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Jules \f. Eichorn 
and Glen Da wson 
on the top of the 
*pire near Cathe - 


*T‘d climb the highest mountain 
If I knew that when I'd climbed 
That mountain I’d find you-hoo ** 

This story is for those of us not 
quite so enamored of nature as these 
men who will climb a peak just to get 
to the top. What alluring siren awaits 
the devoted mountaineer at the sum¬ 
mit, what spirit lifts him to such 
heights? 

Why do men. and especially men 
with a keen and cultured intelligence, 
prefer to scale the hazardous glacier] 
side of the North Palisade or the 
treacherous east face of Mt. Whin 
when they might leisurely loaf up an-| 
other side: on. better yet, stay below| 
beside a cozy camp fire? 

Most of us wouldn’t care for the 
bruises Incurred on a ten-thousand-| 
foot climb, nor the possibility of drop- 
nirv' a thousand feet to nowhere. But| 



1931 HIGH TRIP 


Next, Glen and Jules joined 
up with Francis Farquhar, 
Marjorie Bridge, and Walter 
Brem to make a descent of 
Muir Gorge on the Tuolumne 
River. Jules had to drop out 
near the start because he 
couldn’t swim. 



First Descent of Muir Gorge, Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne, July 14,1931 



Muir Gorge, July 14, 1931 





1931 HIGH TRIP 


Glen Dawson on Finger Peaks, 
July 19, 1931 





1931 HGHTRP 


S ~V3: 


<> 


* 


A** 






m 




Between peak climbs, Glen enjoyed some of the High Trip entertainment, such as Ansel 
Adams’ parody titled “Exhaustos, A Tragedy in the Greek Manner” ... 
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Louise Ashcraft, 
Glen’s cousin 


Ansel Adams, Muse and Author 

The cast of Exhaustos, July 1931 


Fern Dawson, 
Glen’s sister 





1931 High Trip Summary 


July 12 - Unicorn Pk traverse, The 
Cockscomb 

July 14 - Descent of Muir Gorge 

July 19 - Finger Peaks 

July 20 - Matterhorn Pk, high point of 
Sawtooth Ridge 

July 24 - Cathedral Peak, Eichorn Pinnacle 
July 26 - Echo Ridge 

7/31 - Michael’s Minaret, Third Minaret (FA), 

Clyde’s Minaret 


After the High Trip, Glen attended school... 




Palisades Climbing School, August 1931 












* 




'■W 


Francis Farquhar, Bestor Robinson, Glen Dawson, Neill C. Wilson, Lewis Clark, 
Robert Underhill, Norman Clyde, Jules Eichorn, Elmer Collett. 
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I ON THE USE 

AND MANAGEMENT OF 
THE ROPE IN ROCK 
WORK 

I 

BY 

ROBERT L. M. UNDERHILL 

Chairman , Committee 
On Rock Climbing , Appalachian 
Mountain Club 


I 
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REPRINTED FROM THE 
SIERRA CLUB BULLETIN 
1931 






The school-master was 
Robert L.M. Underhill 





Dr. Robert L.M. Underhill - 
Professor of Mathematics at 
Harvard and noted climber in 
Europe and Grand Tetons. 







Robert Underhill packing into East Face Lake. 


The seed of the lore of pitons, carabiners, rope-downs, belays, rope traverses, and two-man stands was 
sown in California in 1931 by Robert L.M. Underhill, a member of the Appalachian Mountain Club, with 
considerable experience in the Alps. That seed has sprouted and grown in California climate with 
exuberant vigor sufficient to satisfy the most vociferous Chamber of Commerce.”—Bestor Robinson 









Norman Clyde and North Palisade, 
photo by Glen Dawson 



The school kids virtually 
ran the entire North 
Palisade-Thunderbolt 
Ridge 
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if ORTH PALIS ADR FROii 3LACI33 

1 North Pali3ade 

2 Second Peak of No. Pal. 

3 Thunderbolt Peak 

4 Central Gendarme 



On the way up Second Peak 
of North Palisade, now called 
Starlight. 





The Milk Bottle on Starlight, August 1931 



Underhill and Eichorn. 


Clyde and Farquhar 




Central Gendarme on North Palisade, August 1931 







Thunderbolt Peak, August 13,1931 



After the North Pal climbs and an 
ascent of Temple Crag, the group 
turned their attention to a previously 
unclimbed peak just north of the 
Palisades. A storm struck just as 
the party got to the summit. 

“So rapidly did the storm gather that Eichorn, 
last man to leave the ridge, was dangerously 
close to a lightning flash that appeared to 
strike the mountain. The importance of 
immediate retreat as soon as the rocks begin 
to “sing” was strongly impressed upon the 
members of the party. After half an hour of 
huddling on a ledge, in the face of hail and 
snow, the storm permitted us to return.”— 
Francis Farquhar 



Thunderbolt Peak Minus the Lightning 





Mt. Whitney, East Face 



After the Palisades School, a few of the students made an extracurricular climb of 

Mt. Whitney under the able eye of their teacher. 





Mt. Whitney, East Face 



Francis Farquhar, CPA, Editor of Sierra Club bulletin, collector of books on 
mountaineering, photo by Ansel Adams on Mt. Whitney. It was Francis Farquhar 
who organized the first ascent of the East Face of Mt. Whitney in 1931. 



Mt. Whitney, East Face 


The experienced Norman Clyde 
provided the party with both 
leadership and knowledge of the 
mountain. Dawson, Eichorn and 
Underhill had never seen the peak 
up close before. 





East Face summit party, August 16,1931 


Glen Dawson, Robert Underhill, Jules Eichorn, Norman Clyde 



“On the Fresh Air Traverse, there's a lot of what you call exposure -- meaning it's a long 
way down. Robert Underhill let me lead the whole way, except in that one area." The 
climb was made in an astounding 3-1/4 hours. 



At East Face Lake After the Climb 


Per R.J. Secor, 
"Nowadays six hours is 
considered a fast time. . 
especially for four guys 
who were figuring it out 
as they went along. 
Underhill had allegedly 
said they could have 
done it in half the time if 
they had known where 
they were going. . .Very 
few climbers today are 
anywhere near their 
proficiency." 



Glen Dawson—I think one reason we made such fast time is that we didn't want to get 
caught at night on the face. We wanted to get it done with. So we moved right along. 




Mt. Whitney, East Face 



Up the East Face of WHITNEY 

By NORMAN CLYDE 
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"I've climbed in many parts of the world, 
and published over 300 books," Dawson 
says. "But of all the things in my life, 
that day in August in 1931 ..." He 
pauses, getting a foothold. 

"Well," he says, "I still get a good deal of 
pleasure out of it." 


Touring Topics Magazine, 1931 







El Picacho del Diablo 
Norman Clyde 

Kearsarge Pinnacles 

High Trip 

Nathan C. Clark 

Thunder Mtn 

Walter Brem 

Milestone Peak 


Dick Jones 

Table Mtn 

1932 

Age: 20 
Mt. Russell 

Norman Clyde 

Red Kaweah 


Nathan C. Clark 


Black Kaweah 

Don McLain 

El Picacho del Diablo 

Kearsarge Pinnacles 

Milestone Peak 

Mt. McAdie 

Mt. Russell 

Thunder Mtn 



1932 HIGH TRIP 



Ernest Dawson Norman Clyde Ray Brothers 

Summit of Peak 13,826’ near Forester’s Pass, July 20,1932. 





1932 High Trip Climbs 
Junction Peak 
Thunder Mtn 

Kearsarge Pinnacles (the “most difficult pinnacle”) 
Mt. Russell by west couloir 
Red Kaweah 
Black Kaweah 
Mt. McAdie 

Various Un-named summits 



El Pichacho del Diablo, June 1932 



EL PICACHO 

DEL DIABLO 

THE CONQUEST OF LOWER 
CALIFORNIA’S HIGHEST PEAK 
1932 & 1937 
BY NORMAN CLYDE 



INTRODUCTION AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 
BY JOHN W. ROBINSON 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY NATHAN CLARK 
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DAWSON’S BOOK SHOP, LOS ANGELES 





The major climb of the year occurred prior to the High Trip 

Summit photo by Bestor Robinson: Norman Clyde, Nathan Clark, Glen Dawson, 

Dick Jones, Walter Brem 















Ski Mountaineering 
Louis Turner 

Telegraph Peak 

Jules Eichorn 

Pilot Knob 

The Pinnacles 

Dick Jones 

Rambaud Peak 


Agassiz Needle 
Fifth Minaret 

1933 

Age: 21 
Ted Waller 

Middle Palisade 

Little Picacho 

Randall Henderson 


John Poindexter 
Devils Crags 

Castle Dome 

Ski Mountaineering 

Thunder Mtn 

San Gorgonio 

Timber Mtn 

Walter Starr, Jr. 




Traversing Three-T’s with Louis Turner, Feb 22, 1933 





Near Baldy Notch on 
Three T’s Traverse 


No ski lift, so skied up 
from Harwood Lodge 


























1933 High Trip Climbs 

Devils Crags (#s 2, 3, 6, 7,11) 

The Pinnacles (12,264’) First Ascent 
Pilot Knob 
Mt. McGee 
Rambaud Peak 

Agassiz Needle (First Moonlight Ascent) 
Fifth Minaret (First Ascent) 

Middle Palisade Traverse 




MISSING the MINARETS 

The Search for Walter A. Starr, Jr. 






Peter Starr in the Ritter Range. This photograph was 
taken of Peter Starr on a group outing via Agnew Pass 
to climb Mt. Ritter on July 4 , 1932. The photograph was 
taken by fellow climber Harley Stevens and is from 
the collection of Walter A. Starr, Sr. 


The Search for Pete Starr, Minarets, August, 1933 








Climbed by Glen Dawson & 
John Poindexter on Dec. 1, 1933 



Little Picacho 


PICACHO, OJLLljJ'OUtflA 

Twenty miles north of Yuma on the (California 
side of the (Colorado itiver an impressive 
locking peak, Picacho, rises high above a 
number of other fantastic buttes, its base 
may be reached by an hours walk from the 
abandoned Picacho Mine, by going around to 
the left a break in the cliffs (known as the 
"Crevice") is found leading to the sky line, 
Prom the top of the "Crevice", where a fine 
view of the Colorado kiver i 3 obtained, the 
real climb begins. The first difficulty is a 
short pitch to a ledge which leads down across 
a deep crack, a series of remarkable ledges or 
shelves lead almost to the summit. The last 
pitch requires a shoulder stand. There is 
another way to the top without the shoulder 
stand but it is more difficult. 

The late afternoon of Jecember 1, 1933 John 
Poindexter and 1 started up the Picacho and 
instead of crossing the crack down to the 
left climbed directly up later getting into 
the upper part of the crack which runs up the 
whole face. The final two pitches one leading^ 
to a platform at the top of the crack and one^ 
from the platform up by a small cave to the 
summitridge require a great deal of nerve due 
to the insecure rock and the vertical cliffs. 

Both our route and the regular route lead to 
the low end of a long narrow summit. To reach 
the highest point at the south it is neeeesary 
to climb up a rather difficult pitch and then 
rope down a overhang.lt was getting dark as 
John and I came back hand over hand up the 
overhang from the highest point. vVe found a 
less difficult way down but were unable to 
find theregular route, a full moon lighted up 
the opposite cliffs, but left us in the dark. 



Picacho, Dec. 1, 1933, Dawson-Poindexter Route 


Note figures just above numeral 1 in date. Route goes straight up from 
there to right crack and up it. Left up main crack. Up through tunnel to 
platform at upper right of photo. Up wall to lower summit. Regular route to 
left of face shown. 








Rock Climbing Section 
Art Johnson 

Whitney E. Face, 

Ted Waller 

Cathedral Pk Pinnacles 

Jules Eichorn 

Mt. Hoffman - The 
Thumb 


Three Teeth 

The Doodad 

1934 

Age: 22 
Whorl Peak 

Doghead Peak 

Blacksmith Peak 


Jack Riegelhuth 


Suicide Ridge 
Bath Mtn 

Mt. Thielsen 

A.F.T. “Tony” Chorlton 
Three-fingered Jack 
Mt. Washington 

Mt. Ranier 

Muir Dawson 


Double Rock 



1934 High Trip Summary 


July 8 - Unicorn 
July 11 - Mt. Ansel Adams 
July 12 - Mt. Lyell by south face 
July 18 - Double Rock (both summits) 
July 20 - Mt. Hoffman, The Thumb 
July 22 - Cathedral Peak Pinnacles 
July 24-Whorl Peak 
July 25 - The Three Teeth, FA 
July 26(?) - Doghead Pk, Blacksmith Peak 
July 27 - The Doodad (on Sawtooth Ridge) 
n.d. - Suicide Ridge, Bath Mtn. 








kW. m 
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On July 11th, 1934, Neil Ruge, Jack Riegelhuth and Glen Dawson climbed a peak 
seen from the Sierra Club campsite, and at the campfire that night they 
proclaimed that they had climbed it and named it Mount Ansel Adams. Ansel was 
pleased and next day he went with a group to photograph the mountain. His 

ashes are scattered there now. 





Blacksmith Peak, northeast Yosemite, July 1934 





1934 HIGH TRIP 


Mt. Hoffman - The Thumb 
July 20, 1934 

.. Muir Dawson, belayed from the top, 
made the first ascent of the upper side 
of the pinnacle; all other ascents were 
made from the side away from the 
summit of the mountain. (Muir Dawson 
was, at the time, 13 years old, and 
weighed 75 lbs.)” 





Mammoth Mtn 

Walter Mosaur 

Europe 

Wetterstein 

Theo Lesch 

Dolomites 

Franz Fischer 

Schusselkarspitze 

Sudwand 


Klettergarten 
Miles Werner 

1935 

Age: 23 
Bavaria 

Switzerland 

Wehlsteinerwand 


Falkenstein 


Klettergarten 

Alps 

Marmolata 

England 

Harrison Rocks 

Dolomites 

Klettergarten 

Europe 



Mammoth Mountain 















































Round the World - Germany 


Starting in June 1935, Glen spent 
14 months traveling around the 
world. 


“I was supposed to be studying the 
rare book trade, but managed a lot 
of rock climbing and skiing.” 

This is the Oberreintalhutte in the 
Wetterstein of Bavaria. 






Summer, 
Wetterstei 
day with S 


Round the World 


Germany 



luide in the 
climbed one 
Alpine Club. 







Glen Dawson roped-up and climbing the Wehlsteinerwand on the Falkenstein, 

Saxon, Switzerland, 1935. 



Round the World, 1935 - Germany 


In Munich, Glen visited the 
Klettergarten, which can be reached 
by bicycle or street car. There are 
some difficult traverses which are 
just a few feet above the sandy floor. 
I had thought of an artificial climbing 
garden but had imagined it outdoors. 
On Sunday, Many observers come to 
watch the climbers fall off the 
Klettergarten and there is an 
organization to administer first aid. 
















Round the World, 1935 


This part of the Klettergarten is under 
an overhang and climbing can be done 
in a rain storm on dry rock. 



Glen Dawson climbing in the 
Dolomites, 1935 






Round the World, 1935 


Glen Dawson posing in the Alps, 1935. 
South wall of Marmolata in the 
background, the face of which he 
scaled on this trip. 





Little did Glen realize he would be fighting Germans over this same terrain less 

than ten years later. 






Glen Dawson at Half-Crown Corner, 
Harrison Rocks, a rock climbing area 
near London,1935 




Bavaria 

Winter Olympics 

Franz Fischer 

Wales 

Idwal Slabs 

Kiehl Canal 

Russia 

Mt. Elbrus 


Japan 

Mt. Fujiyama 

1936 

Age: 24 

Japanese Alps 

Sierra Nevada 

Whitney Rock Climbs 
Rock Climbing Section 


Russia 

Mt. Elbrus 

Bavaria 

Winter Olympics 

Idwal Slabs 

Wales 

Japan 

Fuji 




In January of 1936, Glen was back in Bavaria to go skiing with Franz 
Fischer and to attend the Winter Olympics. “About to leave Kreugeck for 

the Stinehutte.” 







Idwal Slabs, Wales 
Easter, 1936 

“When we were climbing on Idwal 
Slabs, there was snow. Some of 
the routes could be made by 
following hobnail scratches.” 







Glen went to the Soviet Union for six weeks and was on Mt. Elbruz, but did not get 
to the top. In Japan, he climbed Mt. Fuji and went rock climbing in the Japanese 
Alps. “I wrote several articles for a Japanese newspaper, but am not able to read 

what I wrote.” 






















Round the World, 1936 


Meanwhile, back home ... 

■ 

While Glen was in Europe, Jim Smith, 
Bob Brinton and others discovered 
Tahquitz Rock. Here, Glen is using a 
hammer he bought at a hardware store. 
Climbers today have wonderful high 
tech equipment. With Dick Jones 
leading, he did make one first ascent at 
Tahquitz, The Mechanics Route. 




Sierra Nevada 

Palisades 

Mt. Sill N. Face 

Muir Dawson 

Howard Koster 

Mt. Whitney E. Buttress 

Dick Jones 

Bob Brinton 


The Pee Wee 

Art Johnson 

1937 

Age: 25 

Tahquitz Rock 

Mechanic’s Route 

Zion 

East Temple 


Great White Throne 
Stoney Point 

Howard Gates 

Bill Rice 

Rock Climbing Section 
Joe Momyer 

Howard Koster 

Ship Rock 



Back to Whitney, 1937 





Bob Howard 

Brinton Koster 



Dick Mujr Glen Photo by George Shochat 

Jones Dawson Dawson 

Mt. Whitney East Buttress First Ascent 
(Sunshine-Pee Wee Route), Sept 5,1937 






Art Johnson (‘Father of the RCS’) under the 
Pee Wee on a climb shortly after the first 

ascent. 



Mechanic’s Route 



Per Ruth Mendenhall article, 
“the most difficult ascent on 
Tahquitz. Only three two- 
man ropes have made it— 
and none of them wanted to 
go again.”—Desert 
Magazine, August 1940 




Climbing in Zion Canyon National Park, October, 1937 



“They Climbed. 

the (yieat 

White “Thtone 






Glen Dawson on one of the Jiff unit faces of Sen¬ 
tinel peal in Zion National Part. Damon and bis party 
made the first aueut of ibis peat. Note the safety rope 
looped through carabiner u bicb is attached to a piton 
driven in a crack in the rock. The patch on the climber’s 
trousers is for protection on the rope down. 


/O S far as is known, the first ascent to the top ol 
| / Zion National Park's famed natural monument, 
the Great White Throne, was made in 1927 by 
W. H, W, Evans of Pasadena, California. 

Evans' solitary journey was an epic adventure, 
but it was a feat which no code of mountaineering 
could justify. He remained overnight on the little pla¬ 
teau at the top and carved his initials on one of the 
red pinnacles which crown the summit. 

On the descent he lost his footing, slid several hun¬ 
dred feet down a steep exposed incline, and lay un¬ 
conscious 65 hours in a thicket before he was rescued 
by park rangers. Although seriously injured Evans was 
taken out on horseback and recovered from the acci¬ 
dent. 

Donald Orcutt, an ambitious young climber also 
from Pasadena is believed to have reached the sum¬ 
mit of the Great White Throne in 1931, but a month 
later while undertaking another hazardous ascent on 
a nearby peak he fell and was killed. 

So much tragedy has attended the climbing of the 
sandstone rock faces in Zion PaTk that the authorities 
in charge of the national reserve have looked with 
great disfavor on any further efforts to scale the hazard¬ 
ous walls. 

It remained for five members of the Sierra Club of 
California to prove that some of the difficult ascents in 
the Zion area can be made by skilled climbers with 
proper equipment. 

Last October Glen Dawson and a quartet of ex¬ 
perts not only made a successful ascent of the Great 
White Throne, but with rope and piton also scaled the 
heretofore unclimbed East Temple. 

Accompanying Dawson were Dick ]ones, Wayland 
Gilbert, Homer Fuller and Joe Momyer. Dawsons 
story of the successful trip to the top starts on the next 
page. 

The DESERT MAGAZINE 


By GLEN DAWSON 

(1 UST at dawn of an October morn- 
V mg in 19.V7 five of us started up 
O Hidden canyon equipped for an at 
tempt on the Great White Throne. Wc 
walked up the East Rim trail and then 
branched off onto a footpath which leads 
into Hidden canyon |ust above a great 
dry waterfall that drops otf into Zion 
canyon. 

This was not my only attempt to reach 
the summit of the colorful sandstone 
massif which is so well known to all visi¬ 
tors at the Zion National Park. 

On another occasion Bob Brmton, Bill 
Rice and I made an unsuccessful assault 
on the Throne. On a warm June day we 
made our way up the trail to the Grotto, 
a red overhanging wall at the base of 
which Zion Park's water supply splashes 
out of the rocks in a little paradise of 
ferns and flowers. 

I’rom that point we encountered diffi¬ 
cult climbing. We found pieces of an old 
ladder used 10 years before in the search 
for the missing climber, Evans. Roped 
together for security, and with all the 
technical skill we knew, wc made our 
way one at a time across the exjsosed face 
of a huge flake which was partially de¬ 
tached from the main cliff. Then wc 
squeezed up a narrow vertical gully, 
known to climbers as a chimney, and thus 
surmounted our first serious difficulty. 

It became apparent however, that the 
chances of success that day along the routc 
we were following were remote, and 
rather than take foolhardy risks we de¬ 
cided to abandon the effort at that time. 



First ascent of East Temple, 

Oct 26, 1937 

Third ascent of Great White Throne 

The East Temple required a three man 
stand to get started. 







Tea vs. Cigarettes 



“One day at the Book Shop, two men came in to ask me to endorse Lucky Strike cigarettes. I told them 
that since I did not smoke, I could not endorse their product, but if there was something else I could 
endorse I might be interested. A month later, one of them came in again and this time I accepted $200 to a 

appear in a tea ad. 



After the ad came out, my buddies 
nicknamed me ‘Tea Bags’ Dawson. 


“Tea-bags Dawson” 
Says 

“I find tea is the drink!” 


Note: It’s true, tea still is Glen’s 
favorite drink. 


Vi nil people say : "TEA FOR MORE PEP, VIM!” 


GLEN DAWSON masters moun¬ 
tains! Mr. Dawson has made over 
200 thrilling, successful ascents in 
the Sierra Nevadas, the Canadian 
Rockies, and the Alps — including 
the famous Matterhorn. He says: 
“Mountain climbers and skiers, too, 
value tea— good hot tea — for its 
quick stimulation. Tea peps me up, 
lights tatigue. At night, tea lets me 
sleep. Wherever hardships are to be 
endured, 1 End tea is the drink!” 



It s as easy as A-B-C to get 
a rtally good cup of tea 





r.g bulling mater and 
B L>c 1 tcaspoonful 


C. Steep 





These good black teas 
are especially suited to 
the American taste. For 
economy and full enjoy¬ 
ment, buy quality tea. 


TEA you UP! 













Famous RCS’ers at Stoney Point in Chatsworth. L to R: Glen Dawson, Howard 
Koster, Phil Falconer, Art Johnson, Dick Jones, Ray Ingwersen, Howard Gates, 

and Lloyd Warner. 





Stoney Point, 1937 


Bill Rice giving Muir Dawson a 
headstand. 


* 











Canada 

Bob Brinton 


Bugaboos 

Muir Dawson 

Bugaboo Spire 
Spencer Austin 
Brent Spire 

Maramalada 


Ski Mountaineering 
Howard Koster 

1938 

Age: 26 
Russell Col 

Dick Jones 

British Columbia 


Spencer Austin 


Canada 

Bob Brinton 


Bugaboos 

Muir Dawson 

Bugaboo Spire 
Spencer Austin 
Brent Spire 

Maramalada 




Ski Mountaineering - Russell Col 


May 22, 1938 


^ - __ Cos Am 

JOP Of JH€ UniT€D STAT€S" CROSS6D 


cs stmes 


FOR TH€ FIRST TlfTl€ BY UJinT6R SKI PARTY 


Perfectly conditioned for their arduous undertaking, five Southern California mem¬ 
ber* of the »ki-mountaineering section of the Sierra Club recently completed a winter 
tki trip from Whitney Portal to the Upper Kem Canyon in the Sequoia National Park 
over 13,300-foot Whitncy-Russell Pass. It is the first time, so far as known, that this 
no-trail pass in the shadow of the continental United States’ highest peak has been 
crossed in winter. The epoch-making party consisted of Howard Koster, Dick Jones. 
Philip Faulconer, Glen Dawson and Robert Brinton, who lugged a camera along to 
take the remarkable photos shown here. Faulconer is from San Diego; the others 
are from Los Angeles. 






£92 


SKIING IN UPPER KERN CANYON in Sequoia National 
Park on epoch-making crossing of 13.300-foot Sierra pass 
between Mts. Whitney and Russell. 


May, 1938. 



















Bugaboos, August 1938 

Third ascent of Bugaboo Spire; also climbed Brent Spire and Maramalada 




2 * 




Glen sharing tent with Muir Dawson 
and Bob Brinton 


Muir Dawson gazing at Snowpatch 
Spire from Bugaboo Spire 




End of an Era 


The death of Glen’s good friend Bill Rice on 
the Grand Teton in 1938 had a profound 
effect on Glen, who was soon to be married 
and contemplating having a family of his 

own. 


Thus ended Glen’s recreational climbing 
career, but not his dangerous exploits in 
the mountains. 



WWII - 10th Mountain Division 



Annual Dinner 

THE AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB 

celebrates the 50th Anniversary 
of the formation of the 

U. S. ARMY'S MOUNTAIN TROOPS 

—’Ski lYoops ’/IOth Mountain Division of World War II— 


Washington State Convention Center 

Seattle, Washington 
December 7, 1991 


EXCELSIOR—SEMPER AVANTI 


[M0UNT4IK 
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Special to Tbe Denver Post t Ralph Ball Collection 

10th Mountain Division troops cross the Continental Hale, near Leadville, to Aspen, a grueling, 45-mile trek 

Divide in 1944 during their ski traverse from Camp around some of Colorado’s highest mountains. 


“During WWII, Chet Errett, Bob Brinton and others sponsored Ski Mountaineering 
classes at Belmont High School, and a number of us eventually became part of 
the Tenth Mountain Division. I had the rank of Technician Fifth Grade to teach 

skiing and rock climbing.”—Glen Dawson 


















GLEN DAWSON 






Bologna, Italy, 1945 


Bronze Star & Dog Tags 













GLEN DAWSON - BOOKMAN 





GLEN DAWSON - BOOKMAN 



518 S. Hill St, c. 1913 


Employees with Sadie and Ernest holding Glen 
Painting by Clarence Ellsworth 









































GLEN DAWSON - BOOKMAN 




Taylor & Dull. New York 

David Magee. W. J. Holliday, Glen Dawson, Warren Howell Glen Dawson and Jake Zeitlin 

Holliday Auction, Parke-Bernet, New York, April 20, 1954 circa 1957 




































Doctorate of Humane Letters - Azusa-Pacific University, 2009 

With Dr. Tom Andrews 





THE END 






